Networking Event Keynote Speakers:
Sharad Bhaskaran, Mission Director of the Moonshot Museum at Astrobotic
- Sharad Bhaskaran is a space industry veteran. He serves as the head of Astrobotic’s Planetary
Lander Department and is leading Astrobotic Mission 1. Prior to Astrobotic, he has 25 years of
experience at Lockheed Martin (LM) successfully developing and managing payload projects for
spaceflight applications, and he led negotiation and testing of more than 30 U.S. payloads onto
the Mir Space Station. During his time at LM, Bhaskaran was the Program Manager for the West
Coast portfolio, which included the $300 million NASA Ames Research Center Programs &
Projects engineering and science services contract and Shuttle operations support contracts at
Armstrong Flight Research Facility and White Sands Space Harbor. Bhaskaran supported the
International Space Station (ISS) Human Research Facility in various project and leadership
roles, contributing to successful launch and operation of the system on ISS. He began his career
at LM as a Payload Systems Engineer, where he performed Spacelab payload structural analysis
for three integrated racks that flew and operated on Shuttle missions SLS-1 and SLS-2.
Sam Moore, Executive Director of the Moonshot Museum at Astrobotic
- Sam Moore is the Executive Director of the Moonshot Museum, a new museum coming to
Pittsburgh’s Northside in 2022 focused on making space more accessible and inspiring people
to find their place in the future of human space exploration and settlement through access to
real spacecraft and space industry professionals. In this role, he oversees operations, exhibition
design, fundraising, programming, and outreach for the museum. Prior to the Moonshot
Museum, Moore served in leadership positions with museums and cultural nonprofits in
Pittsburgh and beyond, including the Senator John Heinz History Center, the National Aviary,
the Missouri Historical Society, and St. Louis’s Campbell House Museum. He holds an M.A. in
history and museum studies from the University of Missouri and can be found biking the many
miles of trails around Pittsburgh when not at the museum.

